MPs announced as Child Poverty Champions

The Campaign to End Child Poverty is announcing today three Child Poverty Parliamentary Champions to invigorate debate within their own parties on the eradication of child poverty.
The Child Poverty Champions will each Chair a group of MPs from their own party that will liaise with members of the Campaign to End Child Poverty.

The three Champions who will chair the groups are:

Kerry McCarthy MP (Labour)

John Penrose MP (Conservative)

Annette Brooke MP (Liberal Democrat)

The groups will help raise the profile of child poverty issues within their own parties and within parliament. They will liaise with the Campaign and assist with activities and initiatives within their own parties and within parliament that support progress towards the eradication of child poverty by 2020.

Hilary Fisher, Director of the Campaign to End Child Poverty, said:

“We are delighted that Kerry, John and Annette have stepped forward to champion the eradication of child poverty with their parliamentary colleagues. 
There are 3.8 million British children living in poverty, which is one of the worst records in the industrialised world. The parties differ on some of the ideas about how to make progress, but they all agree on the great importance to Britain of ending child poverty by 2020. With a renewed and ongoing commitment from politicians and public alike, we can make this happen.”

Kerry McCarthy MP said:

“It is simply unacceptable that in the 21st century so many children are still living in poverty, in one of the most prosperous countries in the world. The Government has set itself a tough challenge - to eradicate child poverty within a generation. Our goal, as backbench MPs working with Ministers and with child poverty campaigners, is to make sure that happens."
John Penrose MP said:

“It's shocking and wrong that child poverty still exists in a country as rich as Britain. This is one of the most difficult and stubborn social problems we face, but the Conservative Party, through its work with the Centre for Social Justice and the Campaign to End Child Poverty, is determined to address it.”
Annette Brooke MP said:

“I am delighted to have this opportunity to work within my Party to raise even more awareness of the need to end child poverty and in time build upon the commitments we have already made in our recent policy paper ‘Freedom from Poverty, Opportunity for All’. Part of the Liberal Democrats mission statement is to create a society in which no one is enslaved by poverty, ignorance, or conformity.”
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Notes to Editors

· The Campaign to End Child Poverty is made up of over 90 children’s charities, child welfare organisations, social justice groups, faith groups, trade unions and others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK 
· There are 3.8 million children currently living below the poverty line in the UK (after housing costs). 1.3 million children live in a household with an annual income of £7,000 or less – that’s £19 per day for food, heat, electricity, water, transportation, education costs and any other expenses.
· For more information, or to arrange an interview, contact the Campaign to End Child Poverty press office on 020 7278 3404 or on 07929 125 589. 

· Chairing of the groups by the three “Child Poverty Champions” and membership of the groups by parliamentarians is not indicative of endorsement of the views and policies of the Campaign to End Child Poverty or any of its member organisations.
· The comments in this release represent the views of the Campaign to End Child Poverty and do not necessarily reflect the views of member organisations. 
