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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - 12 October 2007

Better housing essential in the fight against child poverty

A new briefing released today by the Campaign to End Child Poverty highlights the urgent need to address bad housing affecting many of the 3.8 million children currently living in poverty in the UK.

1.6 million children are currently either homeless or growing up in bad housing, resulting in unequal life chances and severely blighting their health, education and future opportunities.

The briefing, Child Poverty and Housing, shows that:

· Children living in poverty are almost twice as likely to be in bad housing as other children.

· Children living in bad housing are almost twice as likely to suffer from poor health as other children. Children living in overcrowded or unfit conditions are more liable to develop respiratory problems such as asthma or bronchitis, or to contract a life-threatening disease such as tuberculosis or meningitis.

· Homeless children are three to four times more likely to have mental health problems as other children. 

· Homeless children missed an average of 55 school days as a result of disruption caused by moves into and between temporary accommodations.

· Children living in bad housing are nearly twice as likely as other children to leave school without any GCSEs.
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Shelter’s chief executive Adam Sampson said:

“This new briefing shows how squalid conditions and unaffordable housing costs drives child poverty, trapping children in a lifelong cycle of deprivation. One of the fundamental routes out of poverty is a decent, affordable home, and if the Government is serious about ending child poverty by 2020, they must ensure a quarter to a third of the recently promised three million new homes are for social renting.”

Hilary Fisher, Director of the Campaign to End Child Poverty, said:

“The Government has pledged to deliver 3 million new homes by 2020, with approximately 2 million of these to be delivered by 2016. It is essential that these commitments are met and that these new homes are affordable and available for social renting. Ending bad housing must be one of the cornerstones of any serious attempt to end child poverty.”

ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS

· The Campaign to End Child Poverty is a coalition of more than 90 organisations working to eradicate child poverty in the UK. It is formed from children's and other charities, social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions and others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK.  For more information, visit www.endchildpoverty.org.uk.

· Child Poverty and Housing was prepared by Shelter, the housing and homelessness charity. For more information, visit www.shelter.org.uk.

· There are 3.8 million children currently living in poverty in the UK. 1.3 million are living in a household with an annual income of less than £7,000. That’s £19 per day to cover the costs of food, electricity, heating, travel, education, clothing and any other expenses.

· The Government has set targets to halve child poverty rates by 2010 and to eradicate child poverty by 2020.

· For more information, or to arrange an interview, contact the End Child Poverty press office on 0207 278 3404 or Thomas Yocum at thomas@ecpc.org.uk
· The comments in this release represent the views of End Child Poverty and do not necessarily reflect the views of member organisations.
